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Dear Hector:

As the Chair, and a Member, respectively, of the United States Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, we are writing to you regarding the devastation caused to
the southern United States by Hurricane Katrina. We urge you to pursue the strongest
administrative and regulatory remedies available to you to respond to this terrible tragedy. We
believe the Federal government’s response to the hurricane damage has already assumed
unprecedented proportions. The Small Business Administration’s role will be an integral part of
the ultimate rebuilding of local economies and communities.

Through its administration of the Federal Disaster Loan program, the SBA leads the effort
to provide assistance to homeowners, small businesses, and larger businesses in every natural
disaster. These loans are critically important for the area’s rebuilding of homes and businesses,
providing employment for the hundreds of thousands who have been temporarily displaced, and

) re-establishing the devastated communities.

In many other ways, however, the SBA will also be necessary. We urge you to use the
extent of your resources to provide entrepreneurial counseling in the damaged areas, through the
SBA’s several business development programs. We urge the Agency to make the maximum
effort to work with small businesses to structure loans. Rather than perpetuating bureaucratic
obstacles, the Agency should work towards easing the path to rebuilding. We are aware that the
SBA’s employees have already made great efforts to help victims of the hurricane, and we urge
you to continue and even expand those efforts.

We stand ready to assist you in any way possible. Please communicate to us ways in
which we can help you respond to this tragedy.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact us, or to
have your staff contact Wes Coulam, Staff Director of the Committee, at (202) 224-5175.

i 2: Sincerely, u
LYMPIA J. SNOWE VITTER

Chair Member



